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cracks in its structure, through which came
prophetic gleams of the fire of freedom which
in the middle of the nineteenth century burnt
it to the ground and made space for the
construction of a modern pliable social edifice.
A man of the people had come to power, and
the sense of growing power entered the con-
sciousness of the people. The spirit of the
time is described by Okakura (" Ideals of the
East") as follows :

" The age was alive with the virility of a
race just awakened from sleep, evincing now
for the first time the naive delight of a populace
but newly made free of the world of art ...
The breaking down of social distinctions, which
was brought about by the upheaval of the new
aristocracy, permeated art with a spirit of
democracy hitherto unknown."

It was at this time that the life of the people
found expression in art. Artists c delighted to
paint the common scenes of life * (Okakura).
Here we have the beginnings of .the movement
in Japanese art which developed later into the
* Passing-world' school of colour-printing. But
this development, which began in the early
seventeenth century as the spontaneous